LORD OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
Moreover, the sentence "Honour to his memory
on this side Idolatry" does not ring altogether
true.
Jonson caricatured Shakspere as Sogliardo, as
we have seen, significantly associating him with
the Earl of Oxford as Sir Puntarvolo in Every
Man Out of His Humour:, and again referred
probably to him in the Pilgrimage to and Return
from Parnassus,, in the lines:
With mouthing words that better wits have framed   -
They purchase lands, and now Esquires are namde,
as a player, not author; although Venus, Lucrece
and several plays had been published, and some of
the Sonnets were in circulation. When Shakspere
of Stratford died in 1616, he penned neither line
nor verse to his memory. Ten years after his
death he made a list of the great men of his
acquaintance, which does not include the Strat-
ford man. In fact, Shakspere's death passed
altogether unnoticed by any poet or dramatist,
in spite of the reputation attached to the author of
the Shakespearean works. In Stratford itself,
where he should have towered above his con-
temporaries, there is no sign of his superiority
on record; neither during his life nor on the
occasion of his death* He was buried not as "the
Poet and Dramatist" but as "Will Shakspere,
Gentleman"; and was not identified with Strat-
ford, until described in the Folio as the "Swan of
164